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Guide to the Research Project 
 
 
How to use the online website exegesis 
 
Begin by viewing the file exegesis/index.html on this DVD in a web browser, 
or view the live version at: http://exegesis.blackaeonium.net 
 
The exegesis for this research project has been created as an online website to enable direct 
linking to parts of the research project, whether the research blog, the archival systems or other 
online elements.  Links external to the exegesis will open in a new tab or window, so it is 
recommended that the browser be set to open tabs, which are easier to manage than multiple 
windows.  The reason for opening new tabs is to enable the exegesis text to remain open at the 
place where the reader is at, to allow for ease of movement between exegesis text and project 
elements without reloading the exegesis, or losing one’s place in the flow of the text. 
 
Please read the instructions at the bottom of the exegesis homepage for information about 
using the exegesis. 
 
Preferred browsers: Google Chrome <https://www.google.com/chrome/> or Mozilla Firefox 
<http://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/>.  These browsers display multimedia content better 
than other browsers, but systems have also been tested in recent versions of Opera, Safari and 
Internet Explorer. 
 
Please allow some time for the media to download. The exegesis has been created as a 
website partially to allow for much higher quality visual content to be presented alongside the 
text.  This means that there are many large images attached to each chapter/section of the 
exegesis that may require a little time to load completely.  Despite this, the exegesis text should 
be visible even before all the media contents have loaded.  
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Media content in the archival systems and other sites that form the 
research project 
 
The research project sites also contain a large quantity of rich media such as video and Flash 
animation, some of which may have large file sizes.  More recent work will have “preloaders” to 
show how quickly the content is loading, but some of the earlier video works in the archive do 
not have preloaders, so it may appear that the content is not there. Please ensure that you have 
a recent Flash plugin <http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/> for your browser and that you have 
the QuickTime plugin <http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/> to view video content. 
 
Some file types may be obsolete, or may not work in your browser; this is the nature of working 
with digital media in many different formats.  Where possible, inaccessible files have 
“metacontent” in other formats, but as there is a backlog of older video and Flash files that are 
awaiting migration and emulation strategies, you may encounter a file that cannot be accessed 
in your browser and has no related viewable content. 
 
 
 
DVD contents 
 
The DVD provided with this Guide is purely for backup purposes and contains a “snapshot” of 
the contents of all systems and websites at the time of submission.  It is intended that the 
reader use the live exegesis URL which is constantly changing and evolving.  
 
The exegesis contents on the DVD in the exegesis directory may be viewed in a browser in the 
same way as the online exegesis, however, the Project contents on the DVD in the projects 
directory cannot be viewed in the same way as the online project systems and websites as they 
contain “server-side” code and databases that must be installed on a web server with the 
appropriate software.  The Projects directory on the DVD is simply a backup of all the files that 
form the research project (except for creative content objects that are the intellectual property of 
ACW and Lyndal Jones). 
 
The Blackaeonium Project, PhD by research project, Lisa Cianci 2012 Page 5 
Mirrored Exegesis 
 
In the event of a web domain or web server malfunction or system error, the Exegesis is 
mirrored at the following URL: 
 
http://multimedia.tafe.vu.edu.au/lcianci/exegesis 
 
The PhD blog may also be found at: 
 
http://multimedia.tafe.vu.edu.au/lcianci/mablog/ 
 
Please note that the Exegesis is mirrored but the Blackaeonium archival systems and Indigo 
Aeonium Wordpress portal are not mirrored because they involve live projects and are 
constantly being updated by users. 
 
 
Contact details for technical difficulties  
 
In the event of a web domain/web server malfunction or system error, please contact me as I 
will quickly be able to contact my web host to rectify the problem.  At the time of submission, all 
systems that form the research project are functioning in the browsers specified above, so any 
errors or access problems would most likely be caused by the web host or client-side network 
problems. 
 
Contact details: Lisa Cianci 
mobile phone (call or text): 0412 084 709 
email: lc@blackaeonium.net or lisa.cianci@vu.edu.au  
(if the Blackaeonium domain appears to be down, use the VU email address as well as 
the Blackaeonium one) 
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The parts of the Blackaeonium research project: 
 
Exegesis 
This is the written component of the PhD by research project 
http://exegesis.blackaeonium.net 
 
Blackaeonium archival systems 
There are four iterations of the Blackaeonium archival system: 
1. The Blackaeonium Archive – personal archive of Lisa Cianci 
http://archive.blackaeonium.net 
2. The ACW archive which documents the “Explaining Contemporary Art to live 
Eels #4” project – A Constructed World (Geoff Lowe & Jacqueline Riva) 
http://acw.blackaeonium.net 
3. The At Home series archive – Lyndal Jones 
http://athome.blackaeonium.net 
4. Atemporal – a collaboration in archival space – group project by Antony 
Catrice, Lisa Cianci, Greg Giannis, Carey Potter and Stephan Schutt 
http://atemporal.blackaeonium.net 
 
Indigo Aeonium (Wordpress) research portal site  
This site links all of the archival systems and other project sites, and provides a portal 
for all work occurring in the archives such as links to guest remixes and recombinant 
works in the archives, and links to new work derived from the archives. 
http://indigo.blackaeonium.net 
 
PhD Research Blog 
This system was created at the beginning of the research and has been used to 
document the project over the last 8 years. 
http://www.blackaeonium.net/phdblog 
 
The Blackaeonium Website 
This website is the personal homepage of Lisa Cianci and not formally part of the 
research project. The Blackaeonium domain hosts all of the project elements as 
subdomains and displays individual artworks and links to other creative projects.  Digital 
artworks derived from the research project or artworks external to the research project 
are all linked to this homepage.  It was launched in 2001 and is not part of the archive. 
http://www.blackaeonium.net 
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External and “tiered” content 
Certain artworks created during the research project have been linked to, hosted by and 
promoted by external sites as a means of reaching a wider audience, and also of 
proliferating the creative content as a method of preservation.  Here is a list of some of 
these sites and where my work may be found: 
• Rhizome.org Artbase  
http://rhizome.org/profiles/lisacianci1/ 
• Perpetual Art Machine 
http://www.perpetualartmachine.com/component/option,com_gallery2/Itemid,50/lang,en/?g2_vi
ew=core.ShowItem&g2_itemId=1507 
• Virion 
http://virion2012.com.au/submission/colour-fields-stills 
• Virtual Art Space (requires the Unity 3D plugin 
http://unity3d.com/webplayer/) 
http://www.3dvas.com/galleries/profile/artists/artistProfile.php?username=blackaeonium 
• JavaMuseum 
http://and.nmartproject.net/?p=685 
http://2010.javamuseum.org/?page_id=626 
• DVblog 
http://dvblog.org/?p=346 
• Youtube 
http://www.youtube.com/user/blackaeonium/videos 
• Vimeo 
https://vimeo.com/user11834203/videos 
• Twitter 
http://twitter.com/blackaeonium 
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How to navigate the project: 
 
The research project may be accessed and navigated through a number of points of entry: 
 
Exegesis 
The exegesis is one point of entry – readers may find links to all areas of the research 
project such as the blog, the research portal and the archival systems directly in the 
exegesis. 
 
Indigo Aeonium Research Portal 
Readers may access all parts of the project from the Indigo Aeonium research portal 
which provides constant updates to projects and new works developed through the 
research. 
 
The Blackaeonium archival systems 
Readers may access the various Blackaeonium archival systems directly and either 
begin a navigated trajectory through the contents from the range of options on the 
homepage such as the Tag Cloud, selected Recombinant Groups and Guest Remixes, 
or from selecting objects in the overlapping layered content and then moving from 
object to object through relationships, rhizomatic or contextual links in the Inventory. 
 
Readers may go straight to the “about this archive” page to access contextual 
information first before engaging with the content. 
 
Readers may access the ‘view/search the archive” page to search for specific series, 
groups, objects, formats etc. and create a “saved selection” for viewing in a small 
selection of interfaces such as the “grid”, “summary” view (accordion), or “draggable 
layers”. 
 
